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Nobility  in  England 

Life 

I  Early  Life 

1777  Born  in  Hamburg  County,  Va. 

1781  Father  died went  to  Lexington 

1799  End  of  early  life 

II  Later  Life 

1800-1825  Compromise  period 

III  Retirement   1825-52 
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111"    -  Bom  A-Tril  12,  at  "Slashes"  district,  Hanoyer  Co.,  Va. 

Son  of"  John  Clay,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  Elizabeth  Hudson 
173'"   Father  died 

Earthy   Childhood 

Mother  married  Henry  Watkias  a.nd  moved  family  to  Richmond 

1791  -  Worked  as  a  clerk  in  reta.il  house  in  Richmond 

1792  -  Bacame  a  copy  cleric  in  Court  of  Chancery  in  Richmond. 

Studied,  lav.' 
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rarried  lucretia  Hart   Bought  an  estate  ne:r  -Lexington 
Gent  to  Ky.  legislature,  began  political  career  as  a 

Jeff  ere  onian  Democrat 
Began  career  as  a  senator 
Re-elected  to  State  legislature 

Sleeted  to  House  of  Representatives  and  became  Speaker 

Sent  as  commissioner  to  Eng.  to  negotirte  for  treaty  of  peace 

Re-elected  Speaker  of  House 

Prominent  in  Missouri  Compromise   "The  Great  Pacificator" 
Re-elected  to  Congress     -   Speaker  of  House 
Candidate  'for  Presidency,  v-ithdrevr  in  favor  of  Adams 
"/as  appointed  Sec.  of  State  "by  Adams 

Served,  as  Senator 

Candidate  of  Anti-Jackson  party  in  Pres.  election 

Clay's  Compromise    Jackson   -  nullification 

Resigned,  seat  in  Senate,  retired  to  his  home  in  Ashland,  Ky. 

Again  elected  to  Senate,  made  many  speeches  against  slavery 
Compromise  of  13 £0 
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Life  [Agef 

1777,  April  12,  HenryufieClay  was  born,  Hanover, Co.,  Vi 
13  781  vather  died,  It'othor  loft  with  7  children* "Slashes 
Education  under  Peter  Deacon,  man  of  no  p;rest  reputat* 

Ion 

1791  Clerk  in  store  of  Richard  Denny,  Richmond,  Virg. 

1792  "other  marries  Capt.  H.  Catkins,  who  uses  his  in- 
fluence to  place  Clay  with  Peter  Tinsl«y(C.H.C. 

1792-95  Amanuensis  under  Cr©o.  tfythe  (Chancellor  of  H.C 
(Supervises  Clay's  Studies-Plutarch* s  Lives, Tooke's 

,1796  IK  law  office  at  Richmond (Diversions  of  Purle 

^1797  Admitted  to  Bar,  moves  to  Lexington,  K.  -end   of 
1799-99  Law  -criminal  cases.      (regular  schooling*-; 

fi7.9g  .:iftggi0a..uoyaUft .  j^gfe*. flftughtojf  ■  ffi:p;r^ft^  Aft 

avors  slavery  abolition  at  special  Const.  Oonv. 
1803  Elected  to  K.  legislature  -opposed  Alien  &  Sed.  1 
1806  .of ended  Aaron  Burr,  charged  with  sedition  agalns 

Gov«t.-3en.  Adair's  r©gigQ8tl2n*.ftau?£$l  hilna^°  to  Se, 
1808-09  Speaker  of  K.  l§i.5§pPM§S*ex6$usiM#of  Br.  ju+is. 
1809-11  On  'resig.  of  Buckner  Clay  app.  to  Sen.   Defen 

Ad.  policy  in  Florida,  Opposed  recharter  of  Bank. 
1811-14  Speaker  of  House.   Adv.  war  1812.  Adequate  Ma 

dictate  peace  st   Halifax.-  Def.  Ad.  policy* 
1814-15  iuBtBasuosmoXnsXfmsir.,.nt.  ^hont* 
1815-20  Speaker  of  House.  Hep,   change  from  sufoj.  to  sup* 

Gov't.   Opposed  red.  direct  taxes.  Adv.  tariff  &  Ban* 

8c  reprimand  of  Jackson.  Involved  in  gambling. -Mi ss.ffiomp 
1821-23  Retired  to  private  life  to  retrieve  fortune* j  Pi»es. 
18P3-25  Speaker  ofl  House.  Adv.  tariff  Abominations!  Ciuid* 
1RP5-29  Sec.  State  -charged  r?ith  "bargain  »  corruption' 


r. 


1831-42  Senator.   Pres.  Cand.  18  1. 
1848-49  Private  Life. 


Adv.   Comp.   tariff 


^a&Zflll:'-fis49„52  senator.     Proposed  Comp.  of  1850. 


1849-53  Taylor-Pillmoy«jl852,   June  29,   died. 
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HENRY  CLAY 

Personal  Appearance 

Hawk  nose,  enormous  mouth,  big  lips,  white 
hair,  big  stature,  magnetically  charming  personality 
Character 

Man  of  integrity 

Was  fond  of  family  and  home  (Ashland,  Ky . ) 

Private  race  tracks 

Very  hospitable 

Careful   in  paying  debts 

Criticized  for'  immorality — no  definite  proof 

Gambler  at  high  stakes 

Like  liquor,  especially  wine 

Played  cards,  was  socially  adaptable 

Was  extremely  popular 

Died  of  tuberculosis 

Given  gold  medal  for  his  work  and  summarized 
his  own  work  on  medal  as  follows 

1806  Senate 

1811  Speaker 

1814  Ghent 

1821  Missouri  Compromise (pacif icator  & 

compromisor) 

1822  Spanish  America  (championed  cause) 

1824  American  System( championed  it,  shaped 

system,  opposed  Jackson) 

1825  Sect,  of  State 

1826  Panama  Institution! worked  with  Panama 

Congress) 
•1833  Tarri'ff  of  Abominations 
1833-41  Public  domain 
1835  Pursued  Peace  with  Prance 
1850  Compromise  of  1850 


HENRY  CLAY 


Life  of  Clay 

I   1791  apprentice  in  a  store 
Clay  had  much  ability 
1792-95  Supervisor  of  reading  under  prominent  man 
George  Whitke  who  had  "been  an 
instructor  of  Washington  and  Jefferson 
He  introduced  Clay  to  society  of  Richmond 
1791-99  Practiced  law  at  intervals  in  Kentucky 


II  1800-1825 

1806-1808  filled  out  term  as  Senator 

1806  ''/as  practicing  law 

1806  Defendant  for  Burr 

1858  Speaker  of  Kentucky  Legislature 

1809  Appointed  to  Senate 

1811  Speaker  of  House 

1814  Peace  Commissioner  at  Ghent 

Clay  was  influenced  by  public  opinion  for 
war  in  1812.   Was  hostile  at  Peace  Convention 
Warred  on  Adams  and  Gellatia 
1815-20  Speaker  in- House 

.  Changed  attitude  to  liberal  constructionist 
Advocated  tarriff,  U.  S.  Bank  and  recogni- ; 
tion  of  South  America 
1821-3   Financially  Low--petitioned  gov't  for 

money- -granted 
1825  Speaker  again 

1824  Candidate  for  Presidency.   Failed  on  account 
of  intense  sectional  feeling 

III  1825-52 

1825-9   Sect,  of  State  under  Adams 

1831-42  U.  S.  Senator — resigned  in  '42  because  of 

opposition 
1842-49  Private  life 
1849-52   Senator--proposed  compromise  of  1850 
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